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COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 
SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT 
OFFICER INVOLVED 
SHOOTING EVALUATION 

UNIT: LAKEWOOD STATION 

DATE: NOVEMBER 28, 1998 

TIME: 0315 HOURS 

LOCATION: Ш> ARK STREET, BELLFLOWER 

URN#: 098-34265-1335-057 

IAB#: SH - 1236001 

NATURE OF 

INCIDENT: Lakewood Deputies Klaus, Ripley, Vranek and Wilson 
became involved in a shooting of Suspect Thomas Freeman 
M/W-31 when he repeatedly rammed Vranek and Wilson’s 
radio car, causing them to fear for their lives. Deputies had 
been following the suspect Code-9 when he turned into a 
driveway at Park Street, Bellflower. 

COMPLETED BY: Sergeant William Borngrebe 
Internal Affairs Bureau 

DATE: August 5, 1999 


SHOOTING REVIEW SUMMARY 

LAKEWOOD SHERIFF’S STATION 

NOVEMBER 28, 1998 

DEPUTIES ALLEN RIPLEY, RICHARD WILSON, MARTIN KLAUS 
AND STEVEN VRANEK 


The summary of this shooting incident is based on the Complaint and Supplemental Reports, Homicide 
Investigation, photographs, and statements of the involved deputies. 


On November 24, 1998 at 0340 hours, Lieutenant Cecil Rhambo and Sergeants William Borngrebe, 
Michael Pippin, and Thomas Campbell were called from their respective residences to respond to 

Park Street, Bellflower, in Lakewood Station’s patrol area to review an Officer Involved 
Shooting. Deputies Allen Ripley, Richard Wilson, Martin Klaus and Steven Vranek had followed a 
suspect, later identified as Thomas Freeman M/W-31, to the Park Street address because he was 
driving a vehicle that was stolen out of Signal Hill. Suspect Freeman inadvertently pulled into a 
driveway at the location and Vranek and Wilson pulled in behind him blocking Freeman’s avenue of 
escape. Assisting Deputies Klaus and Ripley arrived seconds later and joined Vranek and Wilson. 
Suspect Freeman rammed the radio car three separate times trying to make an escape. As Freeman 
struck the radio car the third time he came very close to striking Deputies Vranek and Klaus. Fearing 
the deputies may be struck by the suspect all four deputies fired at the suspect who continued, in his 
vehicle, to the street then along the curb until the vehicle collided with two parked vehicles and came to 
rest with the rear drive wheels still rotating at high speed. When the suspect was approached he was 
found to be unconscious and later pronounced dead by paramedics. 


Deputy Ripley said he was working a one man unit, 131A, when at about 0300 hours he observed 

the suspect driving a Nissan 300ZX on Del Amo Boulevard. He said he ran the license plate and 
discovered the car was reported stolen from Signal Hill. Deputy Ripley said he began to follow the 
vehicle, radioed his location and the fact that he was now “Code-9.” He said he followed the vehicle to 
the N/B 605 freeway then west on the 91 freeway where the suspect vehicle began to speed up and 

pull away from him. Deputy Ripley said he monitored his radio and heard another Sheriff's unit 
observe the vehicle still W/B on the 91 as it passed Bellflower Boulevard. He said he continued to 
monitor his radio and learned the suspect vehicle exited the freeway to N/B Clark, then it turned west 
on Park Street where it stopped. 


He said he drove onto Park Street and observed a Sheriff s unit parked behind the suspect vehicle. 

He said he exited his car and took a position on the right side of the first radio car with Deputy Wilson. 
He said at that time he noticed Deputies Vranek and Klaus were on the left side of the vehicle shouting 
orders to the suspect who was still inside the running 300ZX. Deputy Ripley said he noticed the 
suspect had the vehicle in reverse and it was heading toward Vranek and Klaus. He said as the 
suspect attempted to force his way out of the driveway a third time he noticed the path of the vehicle 
was toward Vranek and Klaus. He said he shouted to the suspect to stop the vehicle or he would 

shoot because he now feared the deputies may be hit by the suspect. He said the suspect continued in 


reverse spinning his wheels and struck the radio саг a third time. He said he feared the deputies would 
be hit so he fired one round from his service weapon while aiming thru the suspect’s passenger window 
at the suspect. He said he followed the suspect with his gun sights but did not fire again because other 
deputies were in the way. Deputy Ripley said he heard other deputies fire their weapons but he did not 
see who fired at the suspect. 


He said he observed the suspect vehicle continue in reverse across the front lawn to the street. He said 
the vehicle went E/B down the parkway and sidewalk where it struck two parked cars and came to 
rest. He said the rear wheels were still spinning at a high rate of speed. Deputy Ripley said they then 
approached the vehicle with a bullet proof shield and discovered the suspect unresponsive and turned 
of the ignition. 


Deputy Vranek said he and his partner, Deputy Wilson were stopped on the Bellflower on ramp to 
the W/B 91 freeway when they observed the suspect vehicle pass by in excess of 100 miles per hour. 
He said he and his partner were going to attempt to follow the vehicle only until an aero unit could take 
over. He said they began to follow and observed the vehicle slow and exit the freeway at Downey 
Avenue (3 exits west). He said when they got to the bottom of the off ramp they observed the suspect 
vehicle turn right onto Park Street. He said the Nissan drove slowly down the street and he believed 
the suspect was going to stop the vehicle and run. He said the vehicle turned into what he thought was 
an alley but turned out to be the driveway at Park Street. Deputy Vranek said he pulled into the 
driveway and to within 3 feet of the suspect vehicle. 


Deputy Vranek said both he and his partner exited the vehicle and took up positions behind the doors 
and illuminated the suspect vehicle with spotlights. He said he began yelling commands to the suspect 
to turn off his vehicle and show his hands. He said he observed the suspect look over his right 
shoulder, put the car into reverse and back almost straight on into the radio car. He said the impact 
was not “great.” He said the suspect pulled forward then put the vehicle in reverse, spun the wheels 
and struck his radio car a second time, this time the impact being much greater. Deputy Vranek said 
during the second impact the radio car door struck him knocking him slightly off balance but he 
continued to yell orders to the suspect, which he ignored. Deputy Vranek said he could also hear 
Deputy Ripley yelling orders to the suspect to stop or he would shoot. He said the suspect began to 
back the vehicle again toward the position where he and Deputy Klaus were standing. He said he 
believed he and Deputy Klaus were going to be struck by the suspect’s vehicle and he fired three 
rounds from his service weapon through the passenger side door window at the suspect. He said he 
then fired three more rounds into the suspect vehicle for a total of six rounds. 


Deputy Vranek said he observed the suspect vehicle make a “half moon” turn toward them then 
continue eastbound in reverse down the street until it collided with another vehicle that was parked 
along the south side of the street. He said he and several other deputies approached the vehicle with 
the aid of a ballistic shield and observed the suspect to appear dead. 


Deputy Wilson said that this was his first night working at Lakewood Sheriff s Station. He said he 
was working with his partner Deputy Vranek. He said Vranek was the driver and he was book man in 


unit #132А. He said at about 0250 hours, while they were his partner told him a 
Lakewood patrol car was following a stolen vehicle. He said, he and Vranek drove northbound to the 
91 freeway and entered the freeway westbound at Bellflower Avenue. Deputy Wilson said as they 
entered the freeway the suspect vehicle passed them at a high rate of speed and they followed it to 
Downey Avenue where it exited and went northbound to Park Street. He said they followed the 
vehicle as it turned right onto Park Street where it suddenly turned onto the driveway at гг 
Street. He said Deputy Vranek pulled onto the driveway directly behind and only a few feet away from 
the stolen Nissan. He said he and his partner immediately exited their vehicle, stood behind the doors 
and drew their weapons. 


Deputy Wilson said the Nissan pulled forward then backed toward their radio car. He said he was not 
sure if the suspect’s vehicle struck the radio car the first time or not. He said the suspect was revving 
the engine of the Nissan very high and noise was extremely loud. He said the suspect pulled forward 
then back again striking the rear of the Nissan against the front of the radio car, in an attempt to get 
away. He said he moved toward the front of the radio car and he could see the suspect looking over at 
him. He said he was pointing his weapon at the suspect and was yelling at him to turn off the car. He 
said there was no doubt the suspect knew he and his partner were deputy sheriffs. Deputy Wilson said 
the suspect then pulled the Nissan forward again and was attempting to back in an easterly direction 
toward the location Deputy Vranek was standing. He said because of the speed the suspect vehicle 
was traveling he was deathly afraid his partner would be run over. He said he then fired several rounds 
from his service weapon toward the suspect through the front passenger window of the Nissan. He 
said he had he a clear view of the suspect in his vehicle. Deputy Wilson said he fired two rounds at the 
suspect. 


Deputy Wilson said he knew assisting deputies were at the location just before he fired at the suspect 
because he heard their voices but he did not know where they were standing at the time the suspect 
was shot. 


Deputy Klaus said the night of the incident he was working a traffic unit 131T1. He said he heard the 
radio traffic regarding a stolen vehicle and drove to the westbound onramp of the 91 freeway at 
Bellflower and waited along with another unit, which he recognized to be Deputies Vranek and Wilson. 
He said he saw the suspect vehicle, a silver Nissan 300ZX pass westbound on the 91 freeway. He 

said he followed Sheriff's unit #132 to Downey Avenue then north to Park Street. He said he followed 
Vranek and Wilson until they followed the suspect onto a driveway and he parked on the street behind 
them. He said he exited his car and walked over to and stood with Deputy Vranek on the driver’s side 
of their car. He said both he and Deputy Vranek commanded the suspect to “Stop, turn off the car, put 
your hands up, deputy sheriffs.” He said the suspect vehicle went into reverse and struck the radio car 
causing the driver’s door to close. He said as the door closed it struck him and pushed him backward. 
Deputy Klaus said the suspect vehicle then moved forward and shifted into reverse once again. He 
said he noticed that he and Deputy Vranek were about to be run over because they were standing to 

the left of the radio car in harm’s way. He said the suspect vehicle was reversing in his direction and 
the drive wheels were spinning at a high rate of speed. Deputy Klaus said, fearing for his life, he fired 
his service weapon into the side passenger window of the suspect vehicle. He said he fired 6 to 7 
rounds at the suspect as he stood by Deputy Vranek’s left side. 


COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES - SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT - SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT 


DATE: NOVEMBER 24, 1998 FILE NO.: 098-34265-1335-057 

C: ASSAULT WITH A DEADLY WEAPON ACTION: АСТІМЕЛММЕЅТІСАТІОМ 
(VEHICLE) ON A PEACE OFFICER - CONDUCTED/VICTIMS AND 
245(c) Р. С. WITNESSES INTERVIEWED/ 

CC #98-07985 

V: (SEE BELOW) 

D: 11-24-98 (TUESDAY) AT 0300 HOURS 

и Bark sTREET, BELLFLOWER 

S: FREEMAN, THOMAS MW/31 (DECEASED) 


рее 


VICTIMS: 


V#1: RIPLEY, ALLEN T. MW/39 


Deputy Sheriff, 8 
Lakewood Sheriff's Station 


V#2: WILSON, RICHARD A. MW/41 
Deputy Sheriff, ЖЕШ 


Lakewood Sheriff's Station 


У#3: KLAUS, MARTIN Р. MW/31 
Deputy Sheriff, 
Lakewood Sheriff's Station 


V#4: VRANEK, STEVEN J. MW/31 
Deputy Sheriff, 
Lakewood Sheriff's Station 
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WITNESSES: 


мот:  FH/47 


ннн 


On 11-24-98 at 0400 hours, Investigators were summoned from there respective 
residences to respond to the location to investigate the deputy involved shooting that 
occurred at Рак Street in the city of Bellflower. 


Upon Investigators’ arrival, they observed the location to be cordened off with yellow crime 
scene tape, and the scene was being preserved by uniform personnel from Lakewood 
Station. This incident resulted in the response of numerous black and white radio cars and 
personnel from the Los Angeles County Sheriffs Department. 


Investigators noted that the area surrounding the location is primarily residential and 
comprised of both single-story family residences and two-story apartment complexes on 
both the north and south sides of Park Street; Park Street being an east/west thoroughfare. 

is aE residence located east of Downey Avenue on the south 
side of the street in the city of Bellflower. 


Investigators contacted Deput the handling deputy assigned to Unit 133, 
early morning shift. Deputy advised Investigators what had transpired prior to 
the shooting incident that occurred at approximately 0255 hours this date. Deputy 

stated the suspect was shot by deputies as he rammed their patrol car at the 
location. Deputy ШЕШШ tated that Deputy Ripley, who was working a one-person patrol 
unit, observed a gray Nissan 300ZX, after which running the license number was reported 
stolen from Signal Hill. 


Deputy Ripley advised Sheriff's Radio Communications (SRC) of his location and began 
to follow the vehicle. The vehicle entered the northbound 605 freeway at Del Amo and 
began to pick up speed. Deputy Ripley followed the vehicle as it proceeded westbound 
from the 605 freeway to the 91 freeway. As the vehicle passed the Bellflower Boulevard 
on-ramp, Deputies Vranek, Wilson, and Klaus, who were in two separate black and white 
units, began to follow the vehicle. The suspect’s vehicle exited the freeway at Downey 
Avenue, drove one block north, and then turned right on Park Street. The driver of the 
vehicle pulled into the driveway of the location. 


The driver was advised by Deputies Vranek and Wilson, who parked their radio cars 


directly behind the suspect vehicle, to turn off the engine. Deputy Ripley joined Deputy 
Wilson on the passenger side of the radio car while Deputy Klaus joined Deputy Vranek 


GX 
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on the driver side. It was advised that Suspect’s Freeman vehicle struck the radio car and 
then pulled forward and backed up, striking the radio car a second time. While this was 
occurring, the deputies continued to order the suspect to stop the car and sh''t off the 
engine. The suspect then pulled forward a third ‘ime and began racing the engine and 
rapidly accelerating it backward, turning the vehicle in an apparent attempt to escape. As 
the suspect did so, the vehicle again struck the radio car, knocking it into Deputies Vranek 
and Klaus. All four deputies fired at the suspect. 


Suspect Freeman continued backing the stolen vehicle across the lawn out onto the street 
and struck a parked car. As it came to rest, the vehicle continued to race its engine while 
the deputies, who were using a ballistic shield, approached the suspect vehicle and 
discovered the suspect was wounded. The deputies were then able to turn off the engine. 


Paramedics responded and pronounced the suspect dead at the scene. The suspect 
sustained at least two gunshot wounds to the right side of his torso and possibly one to the 
leg and head. While at the scene, deputies discovered that the suspect was identified as 


an escapee from a halfway house, where he had been ordered by the court to stay after 
es 


Deputy 00 indicated at least fifteen rounds were fired by the four deputies, and 
approximately 15 shell casings had been located prior to the arrival of Investigators. 
Deputy reported no other injuries at that time. 


Members from the Professional Standards and Training Division, Homicide Investigators, 
and Internal Affairs Bureau investigators responded to the scene. Assisting Homicide 
Investigators were Sergeant Purcell and Detective Romero, who were directed to 
conducted a thorough crime scene investigation, collecting all evidence by photographing 
and documenting them with measurements. A thorough report will be completed by these 
investigators and made a permanent part of this file. 


Sergeant Ortega and Investigator Lugo then proceeded to Lakewood Sheriff's Station to 
conduct interviews of the above-listed victims. Prior to departing the scene, Investigators 
requested that additional deputies from Lakewood Sheriffs Station canvass the 
neighborhood surrounding the scene for possible additional witnesses. Instructions were 
given that any additional witnesses located would be transported to the station for an 
interview. 


Sergeant Ortega and Investigator Lugo proceeded to Lakewood Sheriffs Station to 
conducted interviews of the victims and witnesses in one of the interview rooms. During 
the interviews of the deputies, Attorney Gregory Tanner, Offices of Green and Shinee, was 
present at their request. Attorney Tanner was represented from ALADS (Association of 
Los Angeles Deputy Sheriffs). 


б®) 
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Оп 11-24-98 at approximately 0842 hours, Investigators interviewed Witness 
in an interview room at Lakewood Sheriff's Station. Also present in the interview 
room was Sergeant William Borngreby from Internal Affairs Bureau. 


Witness tated she lives at in the city of located just 
land Witness stated 


that she awoke at approximately 0230 hours this morning to use the restroom and was 

about to go back to sleep when she heard shouting coming from the street. Witness 
stated she got out of bed, walked over to her second story bedroom window and 

observed a gray vehicle in the driveway И Park Street). Witness 
stated she also observed the police car stopped directly behind it. 


Witness I stated she could hear a voice she believes was a police officer shouting, 
“Get out with your hands up!” Witness [EE said she heard this at least two times. 
Witness Ill stated she did not see any officers but could only see the police car with 
the driver's door and right front passenger door open. 


Witness И stated that seconds later, she heard several gunshots. Witness 
stated two shots were in session and the third shot came approximately a second later. 
Witness] stated she walked away from the window for a couple of seconds for fear 
of being shot. Witness stated she walked back to the window and observed a blue 
car, which was facing east against the south curb of Park Street east, now moved or 
crashed against another car that was parked just east of that vehicle. Witness 
stated she observed the gray car, the police were behind, crashed into them. Witness 
stated she did not hear or see the car crash. 


Witness Ш stated she observed а lot of smoke coming from the tires of the gray 
vehicle as it rested against the parked cars. Witness -ic she heard several of 
what she believed were police officers yelling, “Get out with your hands up!” several times 
prior to the shooting. Witness ll stated that she did not see the shooting but only 
heard the shots fired. 


Witness И stated that seconds later, she observed several police officers with a 
shield approach the gray vehicle and turn off its engine. Witness said she was 
later contacted by the police, who asked her to be interviewed. Witness [EE Could 
provide no further information regarding this incident, so the interview was concluded. 


On 11-24-98 at 0907 hours, Investigators conducted an interview with Deputy ALLEN 
RIPLEY, which was tape recorded in its entirety. Deputy Ripley indicated he was working 
a one-man unit, #131A, assigned to the city of Cerritos, from hours to ТУ 
Deputy Ripley is a four-year veteran of Lakewood Station. 


@ 
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Deputy Ripley stated it was approximately 0300 hours when he observed a gray Nissan 
3002Х on Del Amo Boulevard. Deputy Ripley stated he ran the vehicle's license plate and 
was advised by SRC that the vehicle was a reported stolen from Signal Hill. Deputy Ripley 
advised of his location and that he was Cod? 9 (stake out). 


Deputy Ripley followed the vehicle as it entered the northbound 605 freeway from Del Amo 
Boulevard to the westbound 91 freeway. Deputy Ripley advised SRC that he was not in 
pursuit but was following the vehicle and noticed the vehicle began to speed away. Deputy 
Ripley advised assisting units of the direction of travel of the suspect vehicle. Deputy 
Ripley heard other Sheriffs units advise they were watching it as it continued westbound 
on the 91 freeway and as the vehicle exited Clark Street. Deputy Ripley continued to 
monitor the radio and heard the vehicle had turned right on Park Street. 


Deputy Ripley drove onto Park Street and observed a Sheriff's unit stopped behind the 
suspect vehicle at a residence just east of Downey Avenue. Deputy Ripley stated he and 
another Sheriff's unit pulled up behind this radio car at the same time and walked over, опе 
on each side of the radio car. They noticed the suspect vehicle still moving and saw it ram 
the radio car twice. 


Deputy Ripley stated he took a position on the right passenger side of the radio car and 
saw that Deputies Klaus and Vranek were standing to the left of the radio car shouting 
orders to the suspect. Deputy Ripley also noticed that the suspect vehicle was still moving 
in reverse. The tires were spinning at a high rate of speed, and its direction was towards 
Deputies Vranek and Klaus. 


Deputy Ripley stated the third attempt by the suspect vehicle to get away was in the 
direction of Deputies Vranek and Klaus. Deputy Ripley noticed that both deputies were in 
the suspect vehicle’s path, so he shouted to the suspect and ordered him to stop the 
vehicle or he would shoot. Deputy Ripley stated the suspect continued in reverse, striking 
the radio car a third time. Fearing that the deputies were going to be hit, Deputy Ripley 
fired one round from his weapon, aiming through the side passenger's window. Deputy 
Ripley followed the suspect with his gun sights from right to left but did not fire again 
because he noticed the deputies were in the way on the opposite side of the radio car. 
Deputy Ripley stated he heard other shots fired but did not observe who fired. 


Deputy Ripley saw the suspect vehicle continue in reverse over the front lawn of the 
location, down the sidewalk and parkway, then crashing into several parked vehicles on 
the south side of the street. Deputy Ripley stated the suspect's vehicle engine was still 
running and its tires spinning when they approached with a bullet-proof shield. The 
deputies found the suspect unresponsive and turned off the engine. Paramedics then 
approached the suspect and pronounced the suspect dead at the scene. 


65) 
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Deputy Ripley stated he had no doubt that the suspect knew ог heard the deputies 
Presence and demands. Deputy Ripley stated the suspect looked back at them when he 
placed it into reverse at a high rate of speed. Deputy Ripley recalled the look of 
determination on the suspect’s face when he was shifting gears and began racing his car 
in reverse. Deputy Ripley feared for the safety of Deputies Klaus and Vranek when the 
suspect vehicle struck the radio car the third time and directed the vehicle towards the 
deputies in his path. Deputy Ripley stated that was the reason why he fired at the suspect. 


Deputy Ripley stated he carries his duty weapon loaded with 15 rounds in the magazine 
and 1 in the chamber for a total of 16 rounds. Investigators examined his 9mm Beretta, 
Model #92F, Serial Е 257 4 Investigators noted that опе live round was still in the 
chamber, a 9mm WIN Luger, and 14 live 9mm WIN Luger rounds in the magazine for a 
total of 15 live rounds. Deputy Ripley could provide no further information regarding the 
incident, and the interview was concluded. 


On 11-24-98 at 1036 hours, Investigators conducted an interview with Deputy MARTIN 
KLAUS, which was tape recorded. Also present in the interview room was Attorney 
Tanner. Deputy Klaus advised that he was assigned to a traffic unit, #13171, early 
morning shift, їгот1 hours tol hours. Deputy Klaus is a three-year veteran at 
Lakewood Station. 


Deputy Klaus stated it was approximately 0300 hours when he was traveling towards the 
91 freeway and heard radio traffic regarding a stolen vehicle. Deputy Klaus said he 
stopped his radio car on the on-ramp at Bellflower Boulevard to the westbound 91 freeway 
with another patrol car, which he recognized as Unit #132. Deputy Klaus stated he heard 
the suspect vehicle was approaching their location at Bellflower Boulevard. 


Deputy Klaus stated he observed the suspect vehicle, a silver Nissan 300ZX, westbound 
on the 91 freeway. Deputy Klaus said he saw the vehicle exit on Downey Avenue, then 
travel north to Park Street. Deputy Klaus followed Unit #132, Deputies Vranek and Wilson, 
as it followed the suspect vehicle when it entered a driveway on Park Street. Deputy Klaus 
stopped his radio car behind Unit #132 on the street and exited and walked over to the 
driver side with Deputy Vranek. 


As Deputy Klaus moved up, he saw the suspect vehicle go into reverse and strike the radio 
car. Deputy Klaus was standing behind the radio car door as it was struck, causing the 
door to close, striking him and pushing him backwards. The suspect vehicle then pulled 
forward again and shifted into reverse again. Deputy Klaus noticed that he and Deputy 
Vranek were about to be run over. Deputy Klaus noticed they were in danger of being 
struck by the vehicle because they were standing to the left of the radio car and in harm’s 
way. 


Go) 


NOVEMBER 24, 1998 -7- 098-34265-1335-057 


As the suspect vehicle was reversing in his (Deputy Klaus’) direction, the suspect vehicle’s 
tires were smoking from spinning at a high rate of speed. Fearing for his life, Deputy Klaus 
fired. During the time he fired, Deputy Klaus heard Deputy Vranek also fire his weapon. 
Deputy Klaus recalls firing approximately 6 to 7 rounds at the suspect as he stood by 
Deputy Vranek’s left side. 


Prior to the shooting, Deputy Klaus heard Deputy Vranek shout orders to the suspect, 
commanding him to “stop..., turn off the car, put your hands up, deputy sheriff's.” Deputy 
Klaus stated everything happened very fast. Deputy Klaus also commanded the suspect 
to “stop.” 


Deputy Klaus said there was no doubt in his mind the suspect knew who they were, 
indicating that his radio car had its red lights on and that Unit #132's spotlight was on. 
Deputy Klaus said he was approximately 6 to 8 feet away when the suspect looked back 
at them. Deputy Klaus said he could see clearly the “crazy look” on the suspect's face, 
looking straight at the deputies but not saying anything. Deputy Klaus said the entire 
incident took approximately five to six seconds. Deputy Klaus stated everything happened 
very fast from the time he exited his radio car to the time he approached the suspect 
vehicle. Deputy Klaus recalls when he fired, it was іп the direction of the suspect's vehicle 
passenger side window. Deputy Klaus took a covered position with other assisting 
deputies who arrived and later approached with the ballistic shield to secure the suspect 
and his vehicle. 


Deputy Klaus indicated he also carries his weapon with 15 rounds in the magazine and 1 
in the chamber for a total of 16 rounds. Investigators examined his department issued 
9mm Beretta, Model #92F, Serial 7 Upon clearing the weapon, Investigators 
removed 1 live round from the chamber, a 9mm WIN Luger, and eight live 9mm WIN Luger 
rounds from the magazine for a total of 9 rounds. Deputy Klaus could provide no further 
information regarding this incident, and the interview was concluded. 


On 11-24-98 at approximately 0944 hours, Investigators interviewed Deputy RICHARD 
WILSON at Lakewood Sheriff's Station. Also present in the interview room was his 
attorney, Gregory Tanner. Deputy Wilson stated he has been a deputy since 07-09-91. 
Deputy Wilson stated this was his first night working patrol at Lakewood Sheriffs Station. 
Deputy Wilson stated he along with his partner, Deputy Vranek, were working Unit #132A, 
early morning shift, from B hours to J hours. Deputy Wilson stated that Deputy 
Vranek was the driver and he was the bookman. 


Deputy Wilson said that at approximately 0250 hours, he ГНН 
at Lakewood Sheriff's Station when he was told by his partner that a Lakewood patrol саг 
was following a stolen vehicle. Deputy Wilson stated he and his partner quickly entered 
their patrol car and drove northbound on Clark Avenue towards the 91 freeway. 


ЄЗ 
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Deputy Wilson stated that as һе and his partner were traveling northbound on Bellflower 
Boulevard, they were monitoring on the radio the other Lakewood patrol units following the 
stolen gray Nissan. Deputy Wilson said his partner, Deputy Vranek, entered the 
westbound 91 freeway via the Bellflower Boulevard on-ramp when they suddenly observed 
the suspect vehicle, a gray Nissan sports car, traveling westbound on the 91 freeway at a 
high rate of speed. Deputy Wilson stated they followed the gray Nissan westbound on the 
91 freeway to the Downey Avenue exit. Deputy Wilson said they followed the Nissan 
northbound on Downey Avenue to eastbound on Park Street. 


Deputy Wilson stated they continued to follow the stolen gray Nissan eastbound on Park 
Street when the stolen Nissan suddenly turned into the driveway at Park Street. 
Deputy Wilson stated that Deputy Vranek pulled into the driveway directly behind and only 
a few feet away from the stolen Nissan. Deputy Wilson stated that he and his partner 
immediately exited their vehicle and drew their weapons, pointing them towards the gray 
Nissan and the driver and sole occupant. Deputy Wilson stated he and his partner stood 
beside their open car door, Deputy Vranek was on the driver side, and Deputy Wilson was 
behind the right front passenger door. 


Deputy Wilson stated the gray Nissan pulled forward, then backed up towards the Sheriff's 
vehicle. Deputy Wilson said he was not sure if the stolen Nissan struck the radio car at this 
time. Deputy Wilson said that the suspect vehicle was rewing its engine at a high and 
tremendous RPM (rotations per minute). Deputy Wilson said the Nissan’s engine was 
extremely loud. Deputy Wilson stated the suspect vehicle pulled forward and then backed 
up again, striking the front end of the radio car in attempt to drive away. Deputy Wilson 
stated his partner, Deputy Vranek, continued to stand by the driver's door of the radio car, 
and he was standing by the right front passenger door. Deputy Wilson stated he knew that 
assisting deputies were at the scene because he could here them talking but had no idea 
where they were standing at the time of the incident. 


Deputy Wilson stated he moved away from the right front passenger door and walked 
towards the front of the radio car and could see the suspect looking over at him. Deputy 
Wilson said he was pointing his weapon at the suspect and was yelling instructions to the 
suspect to turn off the car. Deputy Wilson stated there was no doubt in his mind that the 
suspect knew that he and his partner were deputy sheriffs. 


Deputy Wilson said the suspect vehicle then pulled forward a third time and was attempting 
to back up in an easterly direction avoiding their police car and heading directly towards 
where Deputy Vranek was standing. Deputy Wilson stated that because of the speed the 
suspect vehicle was traveling, he was deathly afraid of his partner being run over by the 
gray Nissan. Deputy Wilson stated he then fired several rounds at the suspect via the right 
front passenger window towards the suspect in order to stop the vehicle. Deputy Wilson 
said he had a clear view of the suspect in his vehicle. Deputy Wilson stated he and the 
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other deputies fired their gun about the same time. Deputy Wilson stated he fired 2 rounds 
at the suspect. 


Deputy Wilson stated that after the shooting, the gray Nissan continued traveling in reverse 
at a high rate of speed eastbound on Park Street until it hit a vehicle that was parked along 
the south curb. Deputy Wilson stated that several assisting deputies approached the 
suspect vehicle, turned off the engine that was revving, and advised that the suspect had 
been shot. Deputy Wilson stated fire/paramedics responded and pronounced the suspect 
dead. 


Deputy Wilson stated that during the entire incident he did not see or hear the suspect say 
anything. 


During the interview, Investigators examined Deputy Wilson's firearm. Investigators noted 
that the firearm was a 9mm Beretta semiautomatic pistol, Model #92F, Serial 

The pistol was loaded with 1 live 9mm round in the chamber and 13 live 9mm Luger rounds 
in the magazine. Deputy Wilson stated the weapon had been issued to him by the Sheriff's 
Department. Deputy Wilson stated he carried the weapon with one live round in the 
chamber and 15 in the magazine. Deputy Wilson could provide no further information 
regarding this incident, and the interview was concluded. 


On 11-24-98 at approximately 1059 hours, Investigators interviewed Deputy STEVEN 
JAMES VRANEK at Lakewood Sheriff's Station. Also present in the interview room was 
his attorney, Gregory Tanner. Deputy Vranek stated he has been on the Sheriff's 
Department over nine years and has been assigned to Lakewood Sheriff's Station as а 
patrol officer for the past three years. 


Deputy Vranek stated that last night he was working Unit #132A, early mornings shift, а 
hours О hours, along with his partner, Deputy Wilson. Deputy Vranek stated he was 
the driver and Deputy Wilson was the bookman. 


Deputy Vranek stated that at approximately 0250 hours, he and his partner heard via 
Sheriff's radio a Lakewood Sheriff's unit advising emergency radio traffic that Lakewood 
Sheriff's Unit #131A was following a stolen vehicle and traveling westbound оп Del Amo 
approaching the 605 freeway. Deputy Vranek said that he and his partner ere B 
pt Lakewood Sheriff's Station at the time they heard the emergency radio traffic. 


Deputy Vranek stated he left the station and drove northbound on Bellflower Boulevard 
towards the 91 freeway in anticipation that the stolen vehicle would be eventually traveling 
east or westbound on the 91 freeway. Deputy Vranek stated that Unit #131A, Deputy 
Ripley, advised via radio that he was still following the stolen vehicle, a gray Nissan, 
northbound on the 605 freeway and the vehicle was now traveling westbound on the 91 
freeway. Deputy Vranek stated he drove to the westbound on-ramp of the 91 freeway at 
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Bellflower Boulevard and waited for the suspect vehicle and Unit #31A, Deputy Ripley, to 
drive by. 


Deputy Vranek said he and his partner were stopped on the on-ramp when Unit #131A, 
Deputy Ripley, advised via radio that the suspect vehicle, which he described as a gray 
Nissan 3002Х, was now traveling westbound on the 91 freeway in excess of 100 miles per 
hour. Deputy Vranek stated that seconds later, he and his partner observed the stolen 
vehicle drive by westbound at a high rate of speed. Deputy Vranek said no pursuit was 
initiated. Deputy Vranek said he and his partner were only going to follow the vehicle until 
the Sheriff's helicopter could fly by and take over. 


Deputy Vranek stated he continued to follow the gray Nissan 3002Х westbound on the 91 
freeway when he observed the stolen vehicle exit at the Downey Avenue off-ramp. Deputy 
Vranek said he exited at Downey Avenue when he observed the gray Nissan turn right onto 
northbound Downey Avenue. Deputy Vranek said he got to the bottom of the off-ramp and 
observed the gray Nissan turn right onto eastbound Park Street. Deputy Vranek stated he 
followed the stolen Nissan eastbound on Park Street and advised his partner to unbuckle 
his seatbelt because the Nissan was traveling slowly, and he believed the suspect was 
going to stop his vehicle and run. 


Deputy Vranek said the stolen Nissan turned right onto what he believed was an alley but 
turned out to be a driveway atiii Park Street. Deputy Vranek stated he pulled into the 
driveway directly and only 3 feet behind the stolen Nissan. Deputy Vranek stated he and 
his partner immediately exited their radio car and lit the stolen vehicle up with his radio 
car's spotlight. 


Deputy Vranek said he began yelling at the driver, telling him to turn off the car and to 
show him his hands. Deputy Vranek stated he was giving commands with his gun drawn 
and pointing it at the suspect and sole occupant of the stolen gray Nissan. Deputy Vranek 
said that Deputy Wilson was standing by the door wedge of the right front passenger door 
of the radio car. 


Deputy Vranek stated he continued yelling at the suspect, “Sheriff's Department! Show 
me your hands!” Deputy Vranek stated that at that point, the suspect looked over his right 
shoulder, and he could see the suspect attempting to change the car's gears in order to 
drive in reverse to ram the radio car. Deputy Vranek stated that the first impact was 
straight on but was not a great impact. Deputy Vranek said the suspect drove forward and 
made contact with the blue vehicle that was parked in the driveway. Deputy Vranek said 
the suspect then put the vehicle in reverse, spinning the tires, and headed towards his 
radio car again. Deputy Vranek stated the suspect vehicle then rammed into his radio car 
a second time. Deputy Vranek said that this time the impact was much greater. 
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Deputy Vranek said that due to the impact, the radio car door nudged his shoulder and 
knocked him to the side and off balance. Deputy Vranek stated that during this time he 
continued yelling orders to the suspect to stop the vehicle and turn off the engine. Deputy 
Vranek said that he could also hear Deputy Rinley yelling orders to stop the vehicle or they 
were going to shoot. 


Deputy Vranek stated that he again observed the suspect shifting gears again, drive 
forward again, shift again, and rammed his radio car a third time. This was an even greater 
impact, which knocked him clear off from the radio car wedged between the car door and 
door frame. Deputy Vranek stated that at this time he realized an assisting deputy, Deputy 
Klaus, was standing to the left of him and what he believed was a kill zone. Deputy Vranek 
stated that the suspect vehicle began backing again, and as it backed up, it looked like the 
suspect vehicle was going to clear the radio car and head towards where he and Deputy 
Klaus were standing. Deputy Vranek said that Deputy Klaus was behind him just east of 
his radio car. 


Deputy Vranek said that believing he and Deputy Klaus were going to be killed, he started 
firing his weapon towards the suspect vehicle. Deputy Vranek said he had a clear shot of 
the suspect via the right front passenger window. Deputy Vranek said he thinks he fired 
3 rounds into the suspect vehicle as the suspect began to make a semi half-moon turn 
towards where he and Deputy Klaus were standing, and then fired 3 more times into the 
suspect vehicle. 


Deputy Vranek stated that the gray Nissan continued eastbound in reverse at a high rate 
of speed until it collided with another vehicle that was parked along the south curb on Park 
Street. Deputy Vranek said he and several deputies approached the suspect vehicle with 
the help of a ballistic shield and realized the suspect was dead. Deputy Vranek said that 
an assisting deputy reached into the Nissan and turned off the engine. 


Deputy Vranek stated that the whole incident took only a few seconds. Deputy Vranek said 
that there was no doubt in his mind the suspect knew that he and his partner were police 
Officers. 


During the interview, Investigators examined Deputy Vranek’s firearm. Investigators noted 
that the firearm was a Beretta 92F semiautomatic 9mm pistol, Serial 7. The pistol 
was loaded with 1 live round in the chamber and 9 live 9mm Winchester Luger rounds in 
the magazine. Deputy Vranek stated that the Beretta had been issued to him by the 
Sheriff's Department. Deputy Vranek stated that he usually carries the weapon with 1 live 
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round in the chamber апа 15 rounds іп the magazine. Deputy Vranek could provide no 
further information regarding this incident, and the interview was concluded. 


BY: SERGEANT RUDY ORTEGA, 0001 
INVESTIGATOR RAYMOND LUGO, # ЕШ 

APPROVED BY: LIEUTENANT DENNIS CURRAN 2/ 
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